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Nanometrics: IP and M&A news
The respective boards of
Nanometrics Inc and August
Technology Corp. have unani-
mously approved the merger
between the two metrology
equipment companies despite
competitive bids to acquire
August made by Rudolph Tech-
nologies and subsequently KLA-
Tenco. However, the merger
requires the approval of Nano-
metrics and August shareholders.
The US Patent and Trademark
Office has issued a ruling that
will strengthen one of
Nanometrics’ key patents for
integrated metrology products.
In response to a patent chal-
lenge made by a competitor,
the Patent and Trade-mark
Office reexamined a Nanomet-
rics patent relating to polar
coordinate stage technology.As
a result of the re-examination
proceeding, the Patent and
Trademark Office issued a
Notice of Intent to issue an ex
parte reexamination Certificate
to Nanometrics, confirming all
claims without amendment.The
Certificate is expected to solidi-
fy Nanometrics’ ownership of
this technology and effectively
bar competitors from using it.
The patent, originally issued to
Nanometrics in November
2001, No. 6,320,609, is for a
“System using a polar coordi-
nate stage and continuous
image rotation to compensate
for stage rotation,” and relates
to apparatus and control of a
polar coordinate stage that
moves the image of an object
to compensate for the rotation
of the stage. Using polar coordi-
nate motion, this enables small-
er, more efficiently integrated
metrology modules. It also pro-
vides the benefits of a continu-
ously corrected image, without
the size and speed drawbacks
of a standard x-y stage in a
compact design that has virtual-
ly no impact on the process
tool’s footprint for easy and
efficient integration.
“This ruling by the US Patent
and Trademark Office confirms
Nanometrics’ proprietary right
to a technology that is a vital
component of our integrated
metrology products and the
future of advanced process
control,” said John Heaton, pres-
ident and CEO of Nanometrics.
Meantime, Nanometrics Inc is
faced by a patent infringement
lawsuit brought by Nova
Measuring Instruments Ltd alleg-
ing infringement of US Patent
No 6,752,689. Nanometrics
claims its products do not
infringe any valid claim of the
‘689 patent and will review its
own IP portfolio to determine
any violation or infringement.
Fusion Telecommunications has
acquired a 75% interest in
LDTS Uzak Mesafe
Telekomikasyon ve Iletisim
Hizmetleri San.Tic.A.S. a tele-
coms carrier licensed to pro-
vide services in Turkey.The
acquisition will close on
receipt of approval from the
Turkish Telecom Authority, at
which point the company will
operate in Turkey under the
name Fusion LDTS.
The Company is building its
network in twelve cities, and
plans to offer VoIP services
under the Efonica brand name,
including nationwide long-dis-
tance and other IP communica-
tions services to business and
residential customers in the
Turkish market.
Among the shareholders of
LDTS, is Bayram Ali
Bayramoglu who will join the
board of Fusion LDTS. He
served as the President of
MUSIAD, an Independent
Industrialists and
Businessmen's Association
with over 26 branches and
2000 members in Turkey, and
is chairman of the BAB Group,
a conglomerate engaged 
in construction, mining,
telecommunications, food 
and consultancy.
Commenting on the acquisi-
tion, Matthew Rosen, president
and COO of Fusion said, "We
believe that the Turkish market,
with a population of over 73m,
represents a tremendous
opportunity for Fusion. Internet
usage in Turkey has nearly
tripled since 2000, but overall
penetration remains extremely
low, with only 7.5% of Turkish
citizens currently online.
"Fusion is among the first VoIP
providers to enter the Turkish
market, and we are confident in
our ability to establish a strong
presence in this region."
Fusion enters
Turkish market 
